THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE.
[June 1, 18GG. bathing, doubtless with many others, at a ghat somewhere near the Mint. It appears that when standing up to her waist she was seen suddenly to sink, with a shriek, beneath the surface of the water, and to be dragged for a space ; some men who happened to be near in a boat, went to her aid there. The unseen monster let go his hold, and the poor creature was dragged, fainting and mutilated, into the boat. The shark had not relinquished his prey without inflicting a mortal wound, for" it was found that the greater part of the outer and posterior portion of the muscles of the thigh had been torn away, leaving the bone exposed, and the remains of the lacerated soft parts hanging in shreds. The haemorrhage was said to have been very profuse, and this, with the shock of so frightful a wound, proved speedily fatal. Her condition, when admitted, was very similar to that of one who has had the greater part of a limb carried away by a round shot. Some delay, though probably not more than could have been avoided, occurred in conveying her to the Hospital. There, every effort was made to induce reaction, sufficient to enable her to bear removal of the mangled limb, but without avail, and she sank from the shock, about two hours after admission and four hours after the injury was inflicted. We would recommend that some part of the Municipal funds should be set aside for putting up stakes around the ghats, and for paying an extra ghat-peon or policeman to see that bathers avail themselves of the protection, and thus be prevented from running their heads into the shark's mouth. It is not desirable to wait for a few more accidents; it were infinitely better to take warning by those that have already occurred, and set to work immediately, to give effect to the simple measures that are necessary.
